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0  Almighty  God,  who  alone  canst  order  the  unruly 
wills  and  affections  of  sinful  men :  grant  unto  Thy 
people,  that  they  may  love  the  thing  which  Thou  com- 
mandest,  and  desire  that  which  Thou  dost  promise : 
that  so,  among  the  sundry  and  manifold  changes  of 
the  world,  our  hearts  may  surely  there  be  fixed,  where 
true  joys  are  to  be  found,  through  Jesus  Chkist  our 
Lord.  Amen. 


LETTER  OF  THE  REV.  LEWIS  W.  GIBSON  RESIGNING  HIS 
POSITION  AS  ASSISTANT  MINISTER. 


2129  Delancey  Place, 
Philada.,  May  20,  1873. 

To  the  Kector,  Church -Wardens,  and  Vestrymen 
of  St.  James’s  Church. 

Gentlemen  : — 

I  hereby  tender  you  my  resignation  of  the  office  of  Assist¬ 
ant  Minister  of  this  parish,  to  which  you  elected  me  some  three 
years  ago — this  resignation  to  take  effect  immediately.  It  is 
not  necessary  for  me  to  detail  the  reasons  which  have  influenced 
me  to  this  step;  you  and  I  understand  them,  and  others  have 
no  interest  in  them.  In  severing  this  connection,  I  cannot  re¬ 
frain  from  expressing  to  you  my  deep  sense  of  the  many  kind¬ 
nesses  which  I  have  received  from  you.  and  from  those  you  rep¬ 
resent.  My  relations  with  yourselves  and  your  families,  and  the 
congregation  generally,  have  been  of  the  pleasantest.  I  have 
formed  many  ties  which  are  hard  to  break,  and  which  I  hope 
will  never  be  broken.  Nor  is  my  regret  lessened,  but  rather  in¬ 
creased.  by  the  fact  that  I  have  to  look  back  on  a  ministry  of 
three  years  in  many  respects  so  very  unsatisfactory.  I  am  as 
conscious  as  any  man  can  be  of  my  own  infirmities  and  sins,  and 
it  is  in  an  honest  spirit  that  I  pray  God’s  forgiveness  for  my 
faults,  and  yours  also,  if  I  have  given  offence  to  auy.  In  part¬ 
ing  from  you  I  pray  God  to  bless  you  and  the  parish  with  all 
temporal  and  spiritual  blessings,  and  remain 

Your  friend  and  servant  in  the  Church  of  Christ, 


LEWIS  W.  GIBSON. 


ACTION  OF  THE  VESTRY. 


St.  James’s  Church, 

Philada.,  May  21,  1873. 


The  Rev.  Lewis  W.  Gibson, 

2129  Delancey  Place. 

Rev.  and  Dear  Sir: — 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Vestry  held  to-day,  your  resigna¬ 
tion  as  Assistant  Minister  was  presented,  when  the  following 
resolutions  were  adopted  with  great  unanimity: — 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Gibson’s  resignation  be  accepted,  with 
expressions  of  regret  that  circumstances  have  rendered  it  neces¬ 
sary. 

Resolved ,  That  Mr.  Gibson  be  requested  to  remain  with  us 
two  or  three  months,  if  his  engagements  will  permit,  so  as  to 
give  time  to  the  Rector  to  obtain  other  aid. 

Resolved,  That  one  year’s  salary,  from  June  1st,  be  voted  to 
Mr.  Gibson  as  a  token  of  regard,  and  that  the  accounting  War¬ 
den  be  instructed  to  pay  the  same  to  Mr.  Gibson. 

I  remain  with  much  respect  and  love, 


GEO.  TV.  HUNTER, 
Church  -  Warden. 


CLAIMS  OF  THE  YOUNG  UPON  THE  CHURCH. 


Children,  obey  your  parents  in  the  Lord,  for  this  is  right:  honor  thy 
father  and  mother  (which  is  the  first  commandment  with  promise). 

And  ye  fathers,  provoke  not  your  children  to  wrath,  but  bring  them 
up  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord. — Eph.  vi.  1,  2,  4. 


It  recognizes  and  endorses  the  Law  as  spiritual 
and  just,  and  good  for  its  purpose.  It  presents  the 
Jewish  law  and  all  law  as  only  binding  on  us  “in 
the  Lord,”  but  it  plainly  confesses  the  Christian 
obligation  of  duty.  He  selects  as  his  example  the 
command  which  by  its  position  in  the  Decalogue, 
the  hinge  of  the  two  tables,  is  the  very  keystone 
of  the  arch  of  duty,  and  which  the  promise  shows 
us  to  be  the  very  first  principle  of  society  and  of 
national  life.  The  promises  of  God  and  Ilis  pur¬ 
poses  were  made  in  the  line  of  inheritance.  Their 
fulfilment  depended  on  that  line  of  inheritance 
being  preserved :  that  the  fathers  should  hand 
down  the  promises,  and  the  sons  should  honor  their 
fathers  in  keeping  them.  And  this  fact  explains 
why  children  were  desired  and  why  to  childhood 
was  attached  a  sacredness — especially  the  first- 
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born  son  was  holy  unto  the  Lord— which  was 
wanting  in  the  heathen  nations  around.  Out  of 
this  grew  the  family  pride  and  love,  the  bond 
which  only  death  broke  between  the  parents  and 
even  their  full-grown  sons  and  daughters.  With 
this  feeling  God’s  frequent  choice  of  youths  and 
even  children  for  Ilis  special  service  fell  in.  And 
out  of  it  grew  also  the  recognition  of  the  full 
rights  of  those  who  in  years  were  but  children, 
safelv  recognized  under  this  training  and  this  con- 
tinned  parental  bond.  So  that  the  apostle  is  really 
only  giving  us  the  implied  inference  and  comple¬ 
ment  of  this  two-sided  command  when  he  adds  to 
it  “And  ye  parents,  provoke  not  your  children  to 
wrath  (lest  they  be  discouraged,  the  corresponding 
passage  in  Colossians  has  it),  but  bring  them  up  in 
the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord.”  It  was 
true  and  practically  true  among  God’s  ancient 
people :  their  ruin  was  by  its  neglect.  It  is  ten¬ 
fold  truer  under  the  light  of  the  Gospel.  The  true 
family  is  one  in  which,  as  husband  and  wife,  and 
servant  and  master,  and  parent  and  child,  imply 
each  other,  so  the  relation  of  each  implies  duties 
and  privileges  corresponding,  and  the  rights  and 
duties  of  each  imply  the  rights  and  duties  of  the 
other.  The  relation  is  mutual,  reciprocal.  Justice, 


7 


honor,  love,  on  one  side,  demand  it  on  the  other. 
It  is  a  universal  truth :  if  parents,  or  pastors,  or 
guides  would  be  followed,  honored,  they  must  lead 
the  way.  Sometimes  the  responsibility  is  very 
terrible ;  never  more  so  than  when  men  try  to 
shirk  it  and  so  carelessly  mislead.  But  when  pa¬ 
rents  realize  it  even  in  what  is  called  the  world, 
their  conduct  is  in  full  accord  with  the  apostle’s 
double  principle.  They  make,  they  are  compelled 
to  make,  sacrifices  for  their  children’s  sake ;  some¬ 
times  mistakenly,  but  often  wisely.  Sometimes 
they  try,  and  succeed  in  making  home  attractive 
to  the  children.  And  every  father  and  mother 
knows  how  entirely  such  an  object  changes  the 
home:  and  yet  they  are  made  willingly,  for  the 
sake  of  the  children. 

Nor  do  such  changes  cease  when  the  children 
come  to  years  of  discretion:  when  they  are  leaving 
ignorance  for  knowledge  and  experience :  when 
they  must  begin  to  judge  and  act  for  themselves ; 
and  yet  when  they  are  surrounded  by  more  dan¬ 
gers  and  temptations  than  ever  before,  or  perhaps 
than  ever  after.  The  efforts,  the  sacrifices  of  wise 
parents  are  redoubled  then.  And  when  home  is 
to  such  children  still  the  most  loved  and  happiest 
as  it  is  the  safest  place ;  when  father  and  mother 
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are  the  chosen  friends  and  confidants  of  young 
man  and  maiden ;  the  sacrifices  are  well  repaid. 
The  problem  is  solved.  There  is  no  nobler  sight 
on  earth  than  such  a  family.  And  there  is  no 
more  assured  satisfaction ;  for  this  is  a  foundation 
well  laid.  And  when  by  the  grace  of  God  it  is 
accomplished,  we  have  the  very  promise  of  God  in 
full  process  of  fulfilment,  that  “the  child  trained 
up  in  the  way  he  should  go,  when  he  is  old  will 
not  depart  from  it.” 

It  is  true  there  are  “elder  sons”  who  hardly  ap¬ 
preciate  the  fact  that  “all  that  their  father  has  is 
theirs:”  and  “prodigal  sons  that  waste  their  sub¬ 
stance  in  riotous  living,”  and  return  penitent  and 
poor,  hut  loved  still:  and  sons  “that  say  I  go,  sir, 
and  go  not ;”  and  others  that  “  refuse  and  after¬ 
wards  repent  and  obey:”  all  varieties  of  children, 
as  of  men  and  women.  And  in  many  an  indivi¬ 
dual  case  it  is  well  that  God,  and  not  we,  is  the 
judge  of  both  parents  and  children.  But  yet  in 
the  world’s  judgment  as  well  as  by  the  word  of 
God,  the  training  of  the  child  is  in  the  father’s 
hands:  love  begets  corresponding  love:  wisdom 
and  truth  insure  respect:  and  on  the  other,  injus¬ 
tice  begets  falsehood  and  deceit:  harshness  pro¬ 
duces  sullen  discontent:  tyrants  will  have  slaves 
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and  rebels  for  subjects:  it  is  tbc  natural  order. 
And  though  it  is  the  work  of  the  grace  of  God 
to  undo  and  overcome  any  evil :  and  accordingly 
God  can  make  promises  and  the  grace  of  God  can 
accomplish  works  which  rise  above  natural  conse¬ 
quences:  still  God’s  grace  works  according  to  na¬ 
ture.  And  accordingly  the  apostle  in  the  text  is 
speaking — and  only  to  them — to  Christian  people, 
to  Christian  parents,  and  to  Christian  children, 
concerning  Christian  honor  and  Christian  train¬ 
ing.  And  the  implied  promises  suppose  the  aids 
and  means  which  the  Christian  Church  supplies. 
The  training  of  Christian  children  is  the  work  of 
Christian  parents.  The  honor  of  parents  in  the 
Lord  comes  from  children  trained  in  His  nurture 
and  admonition.  As  of  “the  law,”  so  what  the 
Gospel  says,  it  says  to  them  that  are  under  the 
Gospel. 

One  distinction  is  to  be  noted  between  the  law 
and  the  Gospel — between  the  ancient  kingdom  and 
the  Christian  Church — that  was  a  system  of  ordi¬ 
nances,  and  this  a  system  of  freedom.  The  law 
had  a  purpose,  and  when  that  purpose  was  fulfilled 
it  passed  away :  tor  that  purpose  it  was  perfect. 
The  whole  religious  system — and  the  whole  sys¬ 
tem  was  religious — the  law  of  ritual  and  worship, 
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for  instance,  was  unchangeable  because  God  ap¬ 
pointed  it:  but  then  it  was  magnificent  and  mi¬ 
nute  ;  its  standard  was  sufficient  for  its  purpose. 
But  the  range  of  the  Church  of  Christ  is  univer- 
sal,  and  its  purpose  eternal.  It  must  have  in  it 
the  spirit  of  law ;  and  it  must  have  about  it  the 
form  of  law  ;  but  the  rule  of  its  law  is  the  perfect 
law  of  liberty ;  and  the  form  of  its  law  will  change 
according  to  circumstances  and  needs,  and  in  the 
light  of  its  great  purpose. 

And  therefore  it  is  that  the  directions  which 
are  given  in  the  New  Testament  do  not  group 
themselves,  as  those  of  the  Old  do,  about  classes 
and  persons ;  but  there  is  not  one  of  them  which 
does  not  more  or  less  adapt  itself  to  all  Christian 
people.  There  is  a  breadth  and  depth  and  length 
and  height”  to  the  revelation  of  Christ  which  will 
not  suffer  such  distinctions.  There  are  special 
instructions,  and  yet  every  Christian  man  reads 
them  with  profit.  And  in  the  same  spirit  all 
Christian  people  are  addressed  in  terms  which  befit 
those  who  are  “  not  slaves,  but  sons  and  heirs 
and  as  though  as  such,  as  Christians,  they  all  stood 
on  an  equality.  And  the  responsibility  of  equal 
church  membership  is  assumed  even  of  “  little 
children.” 
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It  seems  to  be  fully  in  accord  with  this  spirit  of 
equality,  of  individual  responsibility,  of  liberty 
and  unity,  that  the  Church  of  Christ  tails  exactly 
into  the  line  of  society,  of  human  nature;  and  as 
natural  life  begins  with  birth,  so  the  church  makes 
her  whole  system  of  life  begin  with  Infant  bap¬ 
tism:  that  she  provides  an  instruction  to  be  learned 
before  confirmation :  that  she  trains  him  in  the 
public  services  of  the  Church,  and  calls  upon  him 
to  hear  sermons:  that  she  arranges  for  such  train¬ 
ing  as  shall  bring  the  child  fit  and  desirous  to  the 
Bishop  to  be  confirmed:  that  then  she  receives 
him  kneeling  beside  father  and  mother  at  the 
Holy  Communion:  and  so  builds  him  up  and  keeps 
him  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord 
that  if  it  were  possible  that  the  church’s  system 
should  be  carried  out  and  the  child  so  trained,  the 
prayers'  of  every  Christian  parent  would  be  an¬ 
swered.  And  fully  in  accord  with  all  this,  that 
on  the  other  hand  she  demands  of  the  adult  that 
in  all  this,  in  every  step,  in  baptism,  instruction, 
confirmation,  he  shall  “humble  himself”  and  “be¬ 
come  as  little  children.  ’  And  it  has  ever  seemed 
to  me  fully  in  accord  with  this  principle  that  when 
we  stand  by  the  grave  of  the  little  child  it  is  with 
the  same  words  that  we  commit  to  the  o- round 
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“the  body  of  this  our  brother,”  looking  for  the 
same  resurrection,  for  he  is  the  member  of  the 
same  body,  and  his  only  hope,  or  ours  for  him,  is 
in  the  same  Saviour. 

That  equality  in  Christ,  that  individual  respon¬ 
sibility,  it  is  that  makes  duties  and  responsibilities 
so  various — “diverse  operations,  but  one  spirit;” 
“  many  members  having  various  offices;”  “having 
gifts  differing.”  More  or  less  every  Christian  man 
stands  in  relation  to  authority  over  him,  and  so  is 
required  accordingly  to  make  application  of  the 
command  to  “honor”  that  which  represents  to 
him  “  father  and  mother.”  Laws  are  over  us. 
Ancient  and  new  customs  surround  us.  Superiors 
in  age  and  position,  governors,  spiritual  and  po¬ 
litical  authorities.  And  sometimes  their  respect¬ 
ive  claims  seem  to  conflict,  and  the  question  of 
duty  becomes  no  easy  one.  And  yet  sometimes 
the  principle  of  the  answer  is  a  very  simple  one. 
Customs  sometimes  acquire  the  force  of  law,  and 
then  to  violate  them  is  in  effect  to  violate  law. 
But  many  a  custom,  and  especially  of  neglect,  is 
itself  a  violation  of  law.  Our  superiors  sometimes 
themselves  violate  laws.  But  as  between  such  a 
custom  or  such  an  authority  and  the  law,  this  lat¬ 
ter  has  the  first  claim  upon  us.  Then  there  is  a 


law-making  power  higher  still :  and  through  it 
there  is  a  right  way  of  removing  laws  which  we 
would  not  wish  to  keep.  And  then  there  is  a  still 
higher  authority  in  Him  from  whom  all  authority 
comes.  It  often  becomes  a  very  hard  question, 
though  the  principle  of  the  answer  is  often  very 
simple. 

And  yet  there  is  another  side  of  the  case.  Per¬ 
haps  the  evils  of  lawlessness  which  afflict  the 
church  as  well  as  the  state  have  come  in  no  small 
degree  from  the  disposition  to  forget  and  deny  it. 
Many  a  mad  rebellion  in  state,  and  heresy  and 
schism  in  church,  has  come  from  denying  the  rights 
of  the  weaker;  from  over-government;  from  ex¬ 
cessive  strictness  and  excessive  demands.  Xo  her¬ 
esy  has  ever  sprung  up  in  the  church  which  had 


not  a  truth  for  its  foundation^  And  the  prevalent 


forms  of  unbelief  of  to-day  are  excesses  in  the 
direction  of  freedom  of  thought :  and  more  than 


One  deep  and  lasting  schism  could  be  named  which 
is  simply  the  result  of  a  demand  which  was  re¬ 
fused  for  rightful  freedom  of  action.  If  the  chil¬ 
dren  and  younger  have  rights  and  claims  in  the 
family,  surely  they  have  in  the  church.  And  true 
wisdom  will  see  that  they  have  double  rights — the 
right  and  claim  of  all  those  to  whom  the  Gospel 
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has  been  sent:  by  the  bond  of  human  nature  the 
rights  of  “all  men:”  and  by  their  baptism  the 
equal  rights  according  to  their  needs  with  all 
members  of  Christ.  “  Do  good  \into  all  men,  and 
especially  unto  them  that  are  of  the  household  of 
faith.”  That  which  is  expedient  for  them  is  one 
aspect  of  the  question  for  those  who  are  bidden  to 
be  “all  things  to  all  men”  to  “save  some.”  That 
which  is  just  for  them  that  stand  on  equal  ground 
with  the  oldest  is  a  still  stronger  consideration. 
And  schools,  and  instruction,  and  all  the  means 
by  which  they  arc  trained,  become  matters  of  life 
and  death  to  us  when  we  remember  the  promise 
and  apply  it  to  the  church — “that  thou  mayest 
live  long  in  the  land.”  And  the  responsibility 
grows  no  less  as  they  pass  into  the  dangerous  times 
of  youth  and  young  manhood.  Surely  their  rights 
are  no  less.  And  surely  wise  love  will  not  yield 
less  for  their  sake. 

Let  us  grant  that  the  spirit  of  the  age  is  in  the 
direction  of  liberty.  And  let  us  grant  that  as  is 
natural,  it  is  chiefly  manifested  among  the  young. 
And  let  us  as  Christians  see  that  the  world’s  liberty 
is  an  evil  thing.  Then  comes  the  question  to  us 
whether  we  will  drive  these  our  children  out  into 
the  world’s  liberty,  or  keep  them  in  that  of  the 
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clmrcli.  For,  let  us  grant  that  the  very  air  is  full 
of  this  spirit  which  in  the  world  is  license  and  law¬ 
lessness,  which  leads  men  in  the  name  of  liberty 
to  licentiousness,  in  the  name  of  free  thought  to 
unbelief.  Let  us  understand  that  in  Christ  is  all 
truth,  all  the  treasures  of  wisdom  and  knowledge: 
that  the  service  of  God  is  perfect  freedom.  And 
then  let  men,  and  especially  young  men,  he  allowed 
to  forget  this:  let  them  come  to  look  upon  faith 
in  Christ  as  a  hampering  bondage :  let  them  once 
get  the  notion  from  our  conduct  that  the  Christian 
faith  is  narrow ;  and  that  religion  is  opposed  to 
honest  scientific  inquiry,  and  a  Christian  life  to 
all  enjoyment;  and  the  services  of  the  church  to 
all  change  in  the  direction  of  higher  worship,  or 
even  in  the  direction  of  art  and  taste ;  and  you 
repel  them  at  once.  They  must  and  they  will 
have  liberty.  If  Christian  men  tell  them  thei’e  is 
no  liberty  in  the  church,  they  will  leave  it  and 
seek  a  home  elsewhere.  And  if  you  ask  why  such 
people — the  real  life  of  any  society — do  leave  the 
church;  why  they  do  not  enter  it  more  generally; 
here  is  no  small  part  of  your  answer.  We  know 
they  have  heard  the  verdict  of  those  who  profess, 
and  whom  they  believe  to  speak  for  the  church, 
and  who  seem  to  think  that  the  church  of  Christ 
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is  their  private  domain,  in  which  and  into  which 
they  may  close  up  the  old  paths  at  their  will,  and 
have  heard  it  with  sorrow.  For  to  those  who  be¬ 
lieve,  the  church  is  the  Body  of  Christ ;  her  faith 
is  in  Him,  and  her  only  life.  To  leave  the  church 
is  to  leave  Him.  To  drive  men  out  is  to  send  them 
away  from  Christ.  Ami  it  is  an  outrage  on  Chris¬ 
tian  charity  and  on  Christian  justice  to  say  to  any 
man  who  believes  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and 
who  is  honestly  seeking  the  truth  and  seeking  to 
servo  his  Master,  that  the  church  of  Christ  has  no 
place  for  him;  that  if  he  is  not  suited  here  he  can 
go  elsewhere. 

So  much  on  the  score  of  charity.  But  there  is 
yet  another  claim,  the  claim  of  justice ;  the  con¬ 
cession  of  justice  and  honesty.  We  are  living, 
both  in  church  and  in  state,  in  the  midst  of 
changes,  great  changes ;  changes,  it  seems  to  us, 
in  a  right  direction ;  in  the  direction  of  liberty  at 
once,  and  of  broader,  higher  culture.  In  this 
country  especially  the  people  are  getting  breathing 
time  from  first  settlement,  and  art  and  science  are 
flourishing  with  new  life.  And  it  is  simple  mat¬ 
ter  of  history  that  the  church  has  felt  the  impulse. 
It  seems  an  evil  thine;  to  us  sometimes  that  there 
is  so  little  restraint  of  law  in  the  church :  and  it 
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is  so.  Bat  let  as  thank  God  rather  that  there  is 
such  a  field  open  for  liberty,  and  let  us  trust  Him 
to  take  care  of  His  own.  I  know  the  claim  is 
often  set  up,  and  honestly,  that  the  church  in  this 
country  is  unchanged  in  the  last  eighty  years,  and 
its  conservative  character  is  that  of  which  men 
boast.  In  essentials  there  has  been  no  change — 
and  not  for  eighty  years  merely,  but  for  eighteen 
hundred.  Some  things  have  changed  perhaps  not 
for  the  better.  Sunday  schools,  for  instance,  take 
too  much  the  place  of  both  parental  and  pastoral 
instruction.  And  if  there  ever  was  a  time  when 
children  were  catechized  openly  and  regularly  in 
the  church,  and  when  sponsors  and  parents  did 
their  duty  according  to  their  promises,  then  cer¬ 
tainly  there  is  a  change  not  for  the  better.  If,  how¬ 
ever,  the  Sunday-school  system  has  grown  up  by 
reason  of  this  neglect  existing,  as  a  partial  substi¬ 
tute,  as  a  recognition  of  the  rights  and  claims  of 
children,  then  even  this  is  a  change  for  the  better. 
But  the  memory  of  living  men  embraces  many 
another  change.  The  multiplication  of  small 
Bishoprics ;  the  growth  of  wliat  is  called  the  pro¬ 
vincial  system,  the  development  of  the  see  prin¬ 
ciple,  of  the  cathedral  system,  which  gives  the 
Bishop  a  church  of  his  own :  these  are  changes 
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that  go  very  deep.  That  which  used  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  the  distinctive  principles  of  the  church — 
the  doctrine  of  the  Apostolic  Succession  and  the 
use  of  a  Prayer-Book — have  given  way  to  doc¬ 
trines  concerning  those  things  for  which  God  has 
preserved  the  succession  of  the  ministry,  the  sacra¬ 
ments  of  the  church.  And  these  things  have 
gone  on  with  no  change  in  the  constitution  of  the 
church ;  with  no  change  of  doctrine  ;  with  no 
change  of  the  prayer-book.  They  have  been  the 
result  of  a  fuller,  firmer  grasp  and  recognition  and 
use  of  what  we  have.  Or,  take  another  class  of 
changes — changes  in  the  service.  I  have  heard 
from  the  lips  of  one  still  living  an  account  of  the 
introduction  of  chanting  in  this  country;  and  it 
was  regarded  as  revolutionary.  But  long  since 
that  period  remember  the  important  clerk  and 
bis  almost  solitary  responses:  the  square  pews, 
in  which  men  never  knelt  in  prayer,  though  they 
sometimes  stood :  the  feeble  quartette  choir  and 
its  parlor  music:  the  black  gown  and  gloves  in 
the  pulpit:  the  symbolism  of  the  pulpit  itself,  the 
prominent  object  in  the  church,  while  altar  and 
font  were  in  the  background:  the  unmitigated 
ua’liness  of  the  architecture:  the  general  lifeless- 
ness  of  the  service,  and  of  the  church.  Thirty 
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years  ago  there  was  not  a  church  in  Philadelphia, 
and  perhaps  not  more  than  one  in  the  whole  coun¬ 
try,  where  the  full  church  system  of  daily  prayer 
and  frequent  communion  was  carried  out.  It  is 
less  time  since  the  first  surpliced  choir  of  men  and 
boys  was  introduced.  And  now  these  things  are 
common.  The  whole  manner  of  conduct .ing  the 
service  of  God  is  becoming  more  and  more  such 
as  befits  His  service  in  its  glory  and  its  beauty, 
and  such  as  draws  into  it  all  the  people,  and  befits 
the  unchanged  Book  of  Common  Prayer;  and 
gives  to  every  one  his  rights  in  the  church. 

These  are  some  of  the  things  that  are  going  on 
among  us  and  around  us ;  some  of  the  indications 
of  deep  undercurrents  which  we  are  worse  than  fool¬ 
ish  to  deny  or  ignore.  We  are  not  travellers,  who 
can  sleep  through  our  day’s  journey  and  admire  at 
night  the  sketches  of  what  we  have  passed  by  day. 
We  are  not  here  for  such  waste  of  time  and  life. 
That  undercurrent,  in  the  judgment  of  men  wiser 
than  I,  is  not  toward  Pome  or  toward  infidelity, 
but  from  both  of  them  toward  that  which  is  no 
compromise,  but  real  Christian  life.  Said  a  west¬ 
ern  Bishop  the  other  day,  “  I  have  known  Phila¬ 
delphia  for  twenty  years,  and  there  are  ten  times 
the  number  of  men  that  are  interested  in  religion 
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than  twenty  years  ago.”  And  of  those  men  the 
very  large  proportion  are  young  men.  Young  men 
not  so  young  that  they  are  not  come  to  years  of 
discretion  ;  and  some  with  gray  hairs,  but  young 
hearts;  “men  that  wait  upon  the  Lord  and  renew 
their  strength,”  and  are  young  still.  It  is  the 
movement  which  in  the  world  is  working  such 
mingled  good  and  evil ;  which  every  religious 
body  in  the  land  has  been  compelled  to  feel  and 
yield  to,  and  for  the  most  living  of  all  reasons— 
“that,”  as  one  said  to  one  of  you  not  long  ago — 
“that  we  may  keep  our  young  folks.”  And  in 
the  best  of  directions — toward  greater  liberty: 
toward  the  service  of  God,  which  is  perfect  free¬ 
dom:  toward  more  and  more  bringing  to  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  and  the  service  of  the  Lord  all  the  talents 
of  art  and  taste  which  He  has  given  us.  The 
church  has  simply  neither  fought  against  God,  nor 
forgotten  her  ancient  principles  of  charity ;  but 
in  her  onward  march  has  put  on  the  new  form  of 
the  new  generation  ;  has  acknowledged  the  rights 
of  the  young ;  the  claims  of  charity  and  of  justice. 
The  spirit  remains  the  same.  It  is  the  same  body 
moving  on  in  the  spirit  of  liberty,  and  therefore 
the  spirit  of  progress. 

I  know  it  seems  to  some  the  very  spirit  of  revo- 
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lution,  but  it  is  the  very  opposite:  it  is  the  most 
conservative  of  spirits  which  would  preserve  the 
church  and  keep  it  alive  in  the  next  generation, 
and  which  would  preserve  the  next  generation  to 
the  church.  I  plead  for  the  young ;  but  tenfold 
more  I  plead  for  tbe  church.  Doubtless  God's 
church  will  be  preserved ;  but  is  it  a  pleasant 
thought  that  “the  sons  of  strangers  must  be 
brought  in  to  build  up  the  walls  of  our  Zion,’’ 
while  “the  children  of  the  kingdom  are  cast  out?” 
TVe  remember  them  of  whom  it  has  been  true: 
and  we  remember  how  they  said  in  their  madness, 
“  His  blood  be  on  us  and  on  our  children.”  Ilis 
promise  is  to  us  and  to  our  children ;  but  if  we 
will  not  have  it  so,  still  God’s  work  will  not  fail. 

And  yet,  while  all  this  teaches  the  church  her 
lesson,  and  shows  at  the  same  time  that  in  some 
sort  she  is  learning  and  acting  upon  it :  while  we 
claim  for  youth  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
full  Christian  membership ;  let  us  not  forget  that, 
equally  with  age,  the  young  enter  upou  one  right 
which  is  greatest  of  all.  There  are  means  of  grace 
whose  purpose  is  to  give  us  grace  and  build  us  up 
in  it.  There  are  fruits  of  the  spirit  which  prove 
the  presence  of  the  spirit.  To  means  and  to  spirit 
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we  all  have  access  and  right.  "We  all  have  access 
and  right  also  to  every  Christian  grace,  and  even 
the  most  excellent,  nay,  and  the  greatest  gift  of 
all,  is  at  the  will  of  every  one  of  us.  If  we  are 
bound  to  lay  down  our  lives  for  the  brethren, 
surely  we  may  yield  some  of  our  preferences  for 
them.  If  the  young  have  rights,  let  them  claim 
and  exercise  this  right  of  charity.  Let  them  not 
only  remember  the  rights  of  others,  but  let  them 
exercise  the  liberty  which  they  have  by  yielding 
their  own.  It  is  no  easy  thing  for  }Touth,  in  its 
zeal  and  life,  to  put  itself  in  the  place  of  age:  to 
bear  with  its  slow  steps,  its  querulous  injustice. 
But  youth  can  afford  to  wait.  Right  is  very 
strong  and  will  prevail.  Because  we  are  young, 
and  because  all  these  things  are  ours,  and  because 
youth  is  strong,  therefore  it  can  well  be  patient. 
And  there  are  Christian  graces  of  patience  and 
humility  that  are  better  and  more  beautiful  pos¬ 
sessions  than  all  that  can  gratify  taste  or  aid  emo¬ 
tions  of  reverence.  There  are  graces  of  faith  and 
hope  and  charity  which  God  builds  up  in  His 
children,  and  which  He  builds  up  sometimes  by 
depriving  them  of  rights  and  privileges,  and  so 
proving  whether  they  are  worthy  to  receive  them 


when  in  His  own  good  time  He  gives  them.  This 
is  the  nurture  and  instruction  in  which  He  brings 
us  up.  This  is  the  way  in  which  we  render  true 
honor  to  them  that  are  over  us,  and  to  Him  who 
is  over  all. 
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